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The City of Passaic Board of Adjustments held a special meeting on May 31st, 2016 in the Council 
Chamber, City Hall, 330 Passaic Street at 7:30 p.m. and opened the meeting at 7:55 p.m. by requesting a 
roll call. The invocation was given and all recited pledge of allegiance.   
 
ROLL CALL:    

  PRESENT ABSENT 
Menachem Bazian Chairman √  
Deiby Martinez Vice Chairman √  
Yaacov Brisman   √ 
William Diaz   √ 
Harold T. Hess  √  
Vanessa Meghnagi   √ 
David M. Blumenthal Alt # 2 √  
Heidi Diaz Alt # 3 √  
Moshe Stareshefsky      Alt # 4 √  

 
 ALSO PRESENT: Julio Santana, Zoning Officer    

Douglas Kinz, Esq., Board Attorney    
Mark E. Everett, P.P., AICP, Board Planner   

 
MINUTES: 

 
1. Minutes of May 3rd, 2016 were brought before the Board for Approval. 

 
A motion was made by Vice Chairman Martinez, seconded by Commissioner Hess to approve 

Minutes of May 3rd, 2016, on a roll call vote, all in favor the motion passed. 
 
RESOLUTIONS: 
 
NONE 

 
ESCROW CLOSEOUTS 
 
NONE 
 
APPLICATIONS:  
 
1. Docket # ZB15-13, 25-29 Sherman Street. Block 4069, Lot 14 & 16 in the R-3 Zone District,  
Applicant Iglesia Pentecostal Smirna is requesting preliminary & final site plan approval and D-3 use 
variance to demolish a home adjacent to existing church to be used for parking.  The application will also 
require variances for parking, existing lot size, lot area, lot coverage, and front and side yard setbacks. 
Adjourned from April 12th, 2016. 
 

Item #2 read into the record.  Applicant’s attorney Thomas DeVita was present at the hearing.   
 
 Mr. DeVita requested the hearing to be adjourned to June 7th, 2016. 
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A motion was made by Vice Chairman Martinez, seconded by Commissioner Hess to adjourn 

hearing to June 7th, 2016, on a roll call vote, all in favor the motion passed. 
 

2. Docket #ZB16-02, 249 Paulison Avenue. Block 3215, Lot 27 in the OR-1A Zone District, 
Applicant Satish H and Nayana S Kharawala are requesting preliminary and final site plan approval and 
D-1, and D2 variance to convert a two family home into a three family home.  The application will also 
require variances for lot area, and side yard setback, and any other variances that may be required.  
Adjourned from March 29th. 
 
 Item #3 read into the record.  Applicant’s attorney Michael Andalaft was present at the hearing.   
 

Mr. Michael Romanik, Architect & Licensed Planner was sworn into the Record. 
 
Mr. Romanik continued to describe the location and Zone of the property.  Currently the property 

consists of a two (2) family home, a one (1) four bedroom apartment on the first and second floor 
occupied by the property owners and a two (2) bedroom apartment on the third floor. 

 
Mr. Romanik testified that the proposed three (3) family home falls within the requirements of the 

Land Use Regulations of the City of Passaic.  And the density is within the range of the Zoning Ordinance. 
The property has nine (9) parking spaces, sufficient to comply with the parking requirements. 
 
 Board Planner M. Everett had questions regarding the open space area in the site plan. 

 
 Commissioner Stareshefsky had questions regarding the means of egress on the third floor. 
 
 Board Attorney D. Kinz had questions for Mr. Romanik.   
 
 Commissioner Hess had a question regarding the proposed extension to the porch. 
 

Jarislaw Jackiw, resident of Meade Avenue had questions for the applicant. 
 
 Satish Karawala, owner of 249 Paulison Avenue was sworn into the Record. 
 
 Mr. Karawala has been a resident of the 249 Paulison Avenue since 1978.  He testified there are 
five (5) vehicles currently utilizing the parking spaces; three (3) of them being of his and his wife’s 
personal property. 
 
 Mr. Karawala described the exterior of his property.  He stated there will be no changes to the 
exterior of the property asides from the expansion of the roof of the porch. 
 
 Board Attorney D.Kinz had questions for the applicant. 
 
 Commissioner Stareshefsky had concerns regarding the Resolution of 2006. 
 
 Commissioner Blumenthal had questions for the applicant. 
 Chairman Bazian opened the public portion of the hearing. 
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A motion was made by Commissioner Blumenthal, seconded by Commissioner Stareshefsky to 

close the public portion, on a roll call vote, all in favor the motion passed. 
  

A motion was made by Commissioner Blumenthal, seconded by Chairman Bazian to deny the 
application, on a roll call vote, three (3) in favor, one (1) against, two (2) abstained, the motion passed. 

 
3. Docket # ZB15-07, 247-255 Gregory Ave, Block 2203, Lot 7, 17-19, 22 in the R-3 Zone,  
applicant The Corporation of the Presiding Bishop of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, is 
requesting minor subdivision approval, preliminary and final site plan approval and a D (3) Conditional 
use variance to construct a house of worship. The minor subdivision is for the existing 3 story frame 
dwelling on lot 7 (Broadway) which will remain. The applicant will require variances for front yard 
setback (both lot 7 and parent lot for Church) and a rear yard setback for lot 7 along with any other 
variances, exceptions, or waivers that may be required Adjourned from April 12th, 2016. 

 
Item # 1 was read in the record.  Applicant’s attorney Richard Schkolnick was present at the 

hearing. 
 
Mr. Schkolnick gave a recap of the application. 
 
Commissioner H.Diaz questioned about the use of the stoves in the kitchen. 
 
Commissioner Stareshefsky shared his concerns on the stove in the Church.  He voiced his 

recommendation as to the used of warmers instead of the stove for safety concerns. 
 
Commissioner Hess had a question about multiple uses of the property during the day. 
 
Chairman Bazian opened the public portion of the hearing. 
 
Joe Conoscenti, resident of the Broadway had some comments and additional questions for the 

applicant.  He had objections for the approval of this application. 
 
A motion was made by Commissioner H.Diaz, seconded by Vice Chairman Martinez to close the 

public portion, on a roll call vote, all in favor the motion passed. 
 
Chairman Bazian had the following conditions for approval: 
 
No fixed seats for the assembly 
No rental for church hall 
No day care center for children 
Warmers to be used, no stoves allowed 
Driveway on Broadway not to be used by the church only the houses on that lot. 
Parking dedicated to the congregation only, not to be rented out. 
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A motion was made by Commissioner Blumenthal, seconded by Vice Chairman Martinez to 
approve application of 247-255 Gregory Avenue with conditions outlined by Chairman Bazian, on a roll 
call vote, all in favor the motion passed. 

 
 

ADJOURNMENT: 
 
Upon motion, seconded and carried, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 10:50 p.m. 
 

 
____________________________________ 
Miriam R. Perez 
Board of Adjustment Secretary 
Municipal Land Use Law 
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VOTING ON ACTIONS:    
1. ACTION: ___ Motion to adjourn 25-29 Sherman Street to June 7th, 2016   ________ 

 
COMMISSIONER  PRESENT/ 

ABSENT 
1ST 2ND APPROVE DENY ABSTAIN 

Yaacov Brisman  Absent      
William Diaz  Absent      
Harold T. Hess  Present  √ √   
Vanessa Meghnagi  Absent      
David M. Blumenthal  Present   √   
Heidi Diaz Alt # 1 Present   √   
Moshe Stareshefsky      Alt # 2 Present   √   
Deiby Martinez Vice Chairman Present √  √   
Menachem Bazian Chairman Present   √   
Vacant      Alt # 3  -------      
Vacant      Alt # 4 -------      
 

2. ACTION: ___ Motion to  close public portion of 249 Paulison Avenue   ________ 
 

COMMISSIONER  PRESENT/ 
ABSENT 

1ST 2ND APPROVE DENY ABSTAIN 

Yaacov Brisman  Absent      
William Diaz  Absent      
Harold T. Hess  Present   √   
Vanessa Meghnagi  Absent      
David M. Blumenthal  Present  √ √   
Heidi Diaz Alt # 1 Present   √   
Moshe Stareshefsky      Alt # 2 Present √  √   
Deiby Martinez Vice Chairman Present   √   
Menachem Bazian Chairman Present   √   
Vacant      Alt # 3  -------      
Vacant      Alt # 4 -------      

 
3. ACTION: ___ Motion to  deny the application of 249 Paulison Avenue   ________ 

 
COMMISSIONER  PRESENT/ 

ABSENT 
1ST 2ND APPROVE DENY ABSTAIN 

Yaacov Brisman  Absent      
William Diaz  Absent      
Harold T. Hess  Present     √ 
Vanessa Meghnagi  Absent      
David M. Blumenthal  Present √  √   
Heidi Diaz Alt # 1 Present    √  
Moshe Stareshefsky      Alt # 2 Present   √   
Deiby Martinez Vice Chairman Present     √ 
Menachem Bazian Chairman Present  √ √   
Vacant      Alt # 3  -------      
Vacant      Alt # 4 -------      
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4. ACTION: ___ Motion to close public portion of 247-255 Gregory Avenue   ________ 
 

COMMISSIONER  PRESENT/ 
ABSENT 

1ST 2ND APPROVE DENY ABSTAIN 

Yaacov Brisman  Absent      
William Diaz  Absent      
Harold T. Hess  Present   √   
Vanessa Meghnagi  Absent      
David M. Blumenthal  Present   √   
Heidi Diaz Alt # 1 Present √  √   
Moshe Stareshefsky      Alt # 2 Present   √   
Deiby Martinez Vice Chairman Present  √ √   
Menachem Bazian Chairman Present   √   
Vacant      Alt # 3  -------      
Vacant      Alt # 4 -------      

 
5. ACTION: ___ Motion to approve application of 247-255 Gregory Avenue with conditions____ 

 
COMMISSIONER  PRESENT/ 

ABSENT 
1ST 2ND APPROVE DENY ABSTAIN 

Yaacov Brisman  Absent      
William Diaz  Absent      
Harold T. Hess  Present   √   
Vanessa Meghnagi  Absent      
David M. Blumenthal  Present √  √   
Heidi Diaz Alt # 1 Present   √   
Moshe Stareshefsky      Alt # 2 Present   √   
Deiby Martinez Vice Chairman Present  √ √   
Menachem Bazian Chairman Present   √   
Vacant      Alt # 3  -------      
Vacant      Alt # 4 -------      

 
6. ACTION: ___ Approval of May 3rd, 2016 Minutes     ________ 

 
COMMISSIONER  PRESENT/ 

ABSENT 
1ST 2ND APPROVE DENY ABSTAIN 

Yaacov Brisman  Absent      
William Diaz  Absent      
Harold T. Hess  Present  √ √   
Vanessa Meghnagi  Absent      
David M. Blumenthal  Present      
Heidi Diaz Alt # 1 Present      
Moshe Stareshefsky      Alt # 2 Present   √   
Deiby Martinez Vice Chairman Present √  √   
Menachem Bazian Chairman Present   √   
Vacant      Alt # 3  -------      
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Vacant      Alt # 4 -------      
 

7.  ACTION: ___ Motion to adjourn Meeting.       ________ 
 

COMMISSIONER  PRESENT/ 
ABSENT 

1ST 2ND APPROVE DENY ABSTAIN 

Yaacov Brisman  Absent      
William Diaz  Absent      
Harold T. Hess  Present   √   
Vanessa Meghnagi  Absent      
David M. Blumenthal  Present √  √   
Heidi Diaz Alt # 1 Present   √   
Moshe Stareshefsky      Alt # 2 Present   √   
Deiby Martinez Vice Chairman Present  √ √   
Menachem Bazian Chairman Present   √   
Vacant      Alt # 3  -------      
Vacant      Alt # 4 -------      
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