
 

Fences and Walls 
Chapter 317- 50 (https://ecode360.com/8711265) 

A. All zones. 

(1) The yard requirements of this chapter shall not be deemed to prohibit the following types of 
otherwise lawful fences and walls: 

(a)  A fence not exceeding four feet in height.  

(b) A fence not exceeding six feet in height 
across the rear lot line of the property and along 
the side lot lines from the rear lot line to a point 
equal to the rear line of the dwelling if extended 
to said side line, and provided that the side of 
any such fence facing an adjacent property shall 
be finished and shall not constitute an eyesore to 
such adjacent property owner or occupant. The 
front yard, which includes the entire front of the 
property to the corner of the house, shall be no 
higher than four feet. 

(c) A fence or wall not exceeding six feet in 
height on a lot on which any dwelling is situated 
when such fence or wall is contiguous to the lot 
line of a lot in a C or M District. 

(d) A fence or wall not exceeding eight feet in height along a boundary between M and R 
Districts. 

(e) Retaining walls. 

(2) The use of barbed wire, razor wire or similar shall not be permitted on any fence or atop any 
wall. 

(3) Fences and walls which impede the natural flow of drainage across property lines are 
prohibited. 

(4) Fences and walls shall comply with the corner sight clearance requirements of this article. 

(5) All paved yards shall have a fence or other physical barrier to prevent the access of motor 
vehicles from any area that is not accessible by curb cuts. 

In all zones except R-1, R-2 and R-1A, solid fences up to six feet in height may be erected to enclose 
a vacant lot, provided that the exterior side of such fence is properly finished and kept free of 
graffiti or advertising. 

In the C, M-1 and M-2 Zones, open fences up to eight feet in height shall be permitted. 

COMMON ZONING TOPICS   
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Minimum Parking Dimensions 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Signage and Awnings  

General Rules for All Zones 

• Max sign height: 16 feet (including support structure) 
• Sign area: Up to 8 square feet per foot of lot frontage (average frontage on corner lots). 
• No signs can hang over sidewalks or streets. 
• No flashing or moving signs. 
• Window signs can't cover more than 50% of a window or block visibility * (Except MS- RA 

Market Street Redevelopment Area where windows signs are not permitted)  

R-1, R-1A, R-2, R-3 Zones 
• Professional office: Small nameplate max 1 sq ft, with non-flashing lighting. 
• Institutions (e.g., schools, churches): One sign, max 16 sq ft. 
• For sale/rent signs: Max 4 sq ft, only for the property it’s on. 
• Nonconforming commercial uses (e.g., existing businesses in residential areas): 

o Sign must advertise only the on-site activity. 
o Max size: 10% of the first floor’s facade. 
o Must stay below the building’s roofline. 
o Lighting must be indirect and non-flashing. 

C (Commercial) and C-R Districts 

• Business signs, directional signs, directory signs, flat wall signs, and ground signs. 

Conditional (special approval required): 

• Advertising signs and rooftop business signs 
• Ground signs can't be taller than 16 feet or the building height (whichever is less). 
• Wall signs must advertise only on-site activity or property sale/rent. 
• Wall signs can’t be more than 4 feet tall. 
• Total business signage: 4 sq ft per foot of building width. 

O-R (Office-Residential)  

Allowed signs: 

• Same types as in Commercial zones. 
• Ground signs: Max 6 feet high. 
• Wall signs must advertise only on-site activity or property sale/rent, max 4 feet 

high. 
• Total business signage: 4 sq ft per foot of building width. 

 



M-1 and M-2 (Manufacturing/Industrial) Districts 

• Same rules as Commercial (C and C-R). 
• Advertising and rooftop signs allowed with conditional approval 

Awning & Awning Sign Regulations (All Districts) 

• Awning signs can occupy no more than 50% of the total permitted sign area for the 
premises. 

• Only individual letters or symbols on an awning may be internally illuminated. 
• Awnings lit (internally or externally) to highlight the awning itself are considered 

awning signs. 
• Flashing or intermittent lighting is prohibited on awnings or awning signs. 
• Minimum clearance above sidewalk: 7 feet 6 inches at the lowest point. 

o Also must not be higher than other awnings on the same side of the street 
within 200 feet. 

• Awnings must not extend above the first story or 12 feet 6 inches above the 
sidewalk (whichever is lower). 

• Fixed awnings must follow the same setback requirements as the principal building. 
• Fixed awnings count toward the property’s lot coverage. 
• Must comply with the Uniform Construction Code. 

Zoning permit fees. 
Permit fees for installation or repair of the following shall require a zoning permit application and 
fee: 

Driveway: $50 

Fence: $50 

Pool: $50 

Sheds: $50 

Walkways and patios: $50 
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